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This December, bring your family to the Billy Graham Library 
and experience the true meaning of Christmas. Enjoy the 
live nativity with animals, horse-drawn carriage rides,* the 
joyful sound of carolers and delicious holiday treats. Retrace 
the inspiring journey of Billy Graham through state-of-the- 
art exhibits and historical retrospectives. While you’re here, 
browse Ruth’s Attic bookstore for that perfect gift. Christmas 
activities will last from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. Admission is 
free. For more information, visit BillyGrahamLibrary.org. 
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CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


*Carriage rides: $2 for children 12 and under, $5 for adults 

Reservations are required for tour groups of 15 or more; call 704-401-3270 to book yours today. 
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still remember the night I made my personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ, around the time of my 17th birthday. A visiting evangelist 
was preaching in our town in a large temporary structure built for 
that purpose. At first I wanted nothing to do with those meetings, 
but finally a friend persuaded me to go, and I found myself transfixed 
by the evangelist’s message (and his colorful way of presenting it). 
Although thousands were present, he seemed to be speaking directly 
to me—even when I hid behind the large hat of the woman in front 
of me! I realize now that God’s Spirit was working in my heart, 
convicting me of my sins and convincing me of my need for Christ. 


One night as he gave the invitation for peo¬ 
ple to commit their lives to Christ, I knew I 
had resisted long enough, and I finally went 
forward (although I held out until the final 
verse of the last hymn). A kindly man explained 
how I could invite Christ into my life, and at his 
suggestion I prayed a simple but sincere prayer 
of repentance. 

When I got home, I went upstairs to my 
room, sensing something important had hap¬ 
pened to me—although I wasn’t exactly sure 
what. I didn’t feel any strong emotion or dra¬ 
matic change, but looking out over the moonlit 
fields of my father’s farm, I thought about the 
step I had just taken. Then for the first time in 
my life, I spontaneously got down on my knees 
and prayed: “Lord, I don’t know what happened 
to me tonight, but You know.” 

Only gradually would I understand my com¬ 
mitment and what it meant. Decades later I 
am still learning, for the Christian life is one of 
constant growth. 

What really happens to us when we believe 


in Christ? Let me list seven gifts God gives you 
when you commit your life to Christ. 

A New Relationship 

The first thing that happens when we give 
our lives to Christ is that God gives us a new 
relationship. 

Once we were separated from God because of 
our sins—and not just separated, but alienated 
from Him. The Bible says we were “excluded. 

... without hope and without God in the world” 
(Ephesians 2:12). 

But Christ took away all our sins—not just 
part of them, but all of them! You are forgiven! 
The one thing that separated you from God— 
your sin—has now been removed, and therefore 
you are reconciled to Him. Instead of being God’s 
enemy, you are now His friend. The Bible says, 
“Since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). We aren’t only His friends, 
however. We are also His children. 

The Bible uses two vivid images to illustrate » 
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“You aren’t just related to God; you are now related to other 
believers. Everyone who truly believes in Jesus Christ is now your 
spiritual brother or sister.” 


» this. First, it tells us we have been born again. A second 
image the Bible uses is adoption. If we have given our lives 
to Christ, God has adopted us into His family. He is now 
your loving heavenly Father, and you are now His child, 
spiritually born into His family. 

A New Citizenship 

The second thing God gives you when you commit your 
life to Christ is a new citizenship. You are still a citizen 
of a particular country—but now you are also a citizen of 
the Kingdom of God. 

In lesus’ day, one of the most coveted privileges a person 
could have was Roman citizenship. A Roman citizen paid 
fewer taxes, and if he went into the army, he automatically 
became an officer. A Roman citizen couldn’t be flogged or 
put to death by crucifixion (except in very rare cases, such 
as treason). If found guilty in a Roman court, he had the 
right to appeal directly to Caesar. 

But Jesus said His followers possessed something far 
greater than Roman citizenship—and that was citizenship 
in the Kingdom of God. In His first recorded sermon, Jesus 
declared, “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe 
the good news!” (Mark 1:15). God’s Kingdom, He made clear, 
wasn’t an earthly political kingdom, but a heavenly spiritual 
kingdom—the realm over which God rules. The Bible says, 
“Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20). 

As long as we are on this Earth, we possess dual citizen¬ 
ship. On one hand we owe allegiance to our nation and are 
called to be good citizens. But we are also citizens of the 
Kingdom of God, that invisible Kingdom of which Christ 
is the head. Our supreme loyalty is to Him, and if someone 
demands we do wrong, “we must obey God rather than 
men!” (Acts 5:29). And someday, the Bible tells us, this 
world’s kingdoms will become “the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Rev¬ 
elation 11:15). 

A New Family 

God also gives us a new family. You aren’t just related 
to God; you are now related to other believers. Everyone 
who truly believes in Jesus Christ is now your spiritual 


brother or sister. We are bound together in God’s family, 
not by an organization but by a spiritual relationship. The 
Bible calls us “members of God’s household” (Ephesians 
2:19). One of the most frequent terms for Christians in 
the Bible is “brothers,” underlining our family relationship. 

In my travels, I have often met men and women who 
were very different from me. And yet after a few minutes it 
was almost as if we had known each other all our lives. Why? 
Because we both knew Christ. Our common spiritual bond 
cut through the barriers that separated us, and we enjoyed 
fellowship as members of God’s family. 

A New Purpose 

When we come to Christ, God gives us a new purpose. 
Now we want to live for Christ and not just ourselves. We 
begin to see other people differently—not for what they 
can do for us, but for what we can do for them. The Bible 
says, “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

When I came to Christ, I had little inkling of what I 
might do with my life, but I knew something was different. 
Before my conversion, for example, I tended to be touchy 
and irritable. Now I deliberately tried to be considerate 
and courteous. Some may not have noticed, but my parents 
did—and so did I. Little by little I was beginning to have 
a new purpose in life: a desire to live for Christ. I was 
learning that “those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
again” (2 Corinthians 5:15). 

A New Power 

One of the Bible’s most comforting truths is that when 
we come to Christ, God Himself comes to live within us 
by His Holy Spirit. We are not alone; God is with us! 

The Bible says, “If anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Christ” (Romans 8:9). If you 
know Christ, you don’t need to beg for the Holy Spirit to 
come into your life; He is already there—whether you “feel” 
His presence or not. 

But why has God given us the Holy Spirit? One reason is 


4 


DECISION: NOVEMBER 2010 




to help us live the way we should. God has given us a new 
purpose—but without a new power we’ll never be able to 
achieve it. We are too weak! 

But the Bible says, “The Spirit helps us in our weakness” 
(Romans 8:26). Jesus promised, “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8). We aren’t 
meant to live the Christian life in our own strength. God 
has provided His Spirit to help us. 

A New Destiny 

The word conversion means “change”—and the most 
radical change of all when we come to Christ is that God 
gives us a new destiny. Once we were headed for hell; 
now we are headed for Heaven. Once we were bound for 
eternal separation from God; now we will live with Him 
forever. Once we had no hope of eternal life; now we do. 
The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

Note carefully what this verse says: Eternal life is a gift. 
Many misunderstand this (even some Christians). They 
still think they must earn their salvation by their own 
good works. But we can never be good enough to earn our 
way into Heaven, because God’s standard is perfection. 
Our only hope is Christ, who purchased our salvation at 
the cost of His own blood and now offers it to us as a free 
gift. The Bible says, “In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you” 
(1 Peter 1:3-4). What a gift! 

A New Journey 

God gives us one final gift: a new journey—a whole 
new path to follow until the day He takes us to Heaven. 

In other words, your decision for Christ isn’t an end 
but a beginning—the beginning of a whole new life. We 
aren’t only called to become Christians; we are also called 
to be Christians. Don’t ever think that faith in Christ is just 
a type of “spiritual life insurance,” something we obtain 
and then put away until we need it to get into Heaven. 
The Christian life is a new journey—one that will take us 
the rest of our lives. 

And the best part is this: We never walk it alone, for 
Christ walks with us. KH ©2006 billy graham 

EXCERPTED FROM “THE JOURNEY: HOW TO LIVE BY FAITH IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD," 
BY BILLY GRAHAM. SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN FROM THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION. 


Make a New Beginning 

Have you experienced new Life 
through the Lord Jesus Christ? 

The Bible says you must confess 
your sins and receive Jesus Christ 
by faith as your Lord and Savior. 
When you do so, you’ll begin a new 
relationship with God and a brand- 
new life. Just pray a simple prayer 
like this: 

“0 God, I am a sinner. I’m sorry for 
my sin. Forgive me. I want to turn 
from my sin. I receive Jesus Christ 
as my Savior; I confess Him as my 
Lord. From now on I want to follow 
Him. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 

DO IT TODAY-RIGHT NOW. 

Then contact us, and we will send 
you information to help you. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
billygraham.org/decision 
Sign up for a free weekly e-mail 
devotional from Decision. 

WRITE TO US: 

Christian Guidance Department 
Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association 

1 Billy Graham Parkway 
Charlotte, NC 28201 -0001, U.S.A. 

E-MAIL US: 
help@bgea.org 

CALL US: 

Toll-free, 7 a.m. to midnight, 

Eastern Time, seven days a week at 
1-877-247-2426. 
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Front Lines 

HOW GOD IS CHANGING LIVES AROUND THE WORLD 


» 


GOSPEL PROCLAIMED AT ROCK THE FORT 


BY JANET CHISMAR 



O n an unseasonably hot Saturday in Fayette¬ 
ville, N.C., close to 4,000 soldiers, children 
and members of the community gathered on 
the Main Post Parade Field at Fort Bragg for a 
day of family fun and great music from Jason Crabb and 
Hawk Nelson. And, in spite of protests by the Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State and other 


groups, BGEA speaker Josh Holland delivered a powerful 
message based on John 3:16. 

Days before the Sept. 25 Rock the Fort event, a storm 
of media attention developed when the Army was ac¬ 
cused of attempting to proselytize soldiers. Leaders at 
Fort Bragg responded that attendance was “completely 
voluntary” and the event was held during off-duty hours. 
“As chaplains, we provide religious support for all differ¬ 
ent groups and ensure the free exercise of all religions,” 
said Col. David Hillis, Fort Bragg garrison chaplain. 

“Our soldiers have a personal choice and we are not 
imposing that on anyone,” said Hillis. “In America, we 
have diversity and we respect each other’s faith. That’s 
what America stands for and that’s the freedom that our 
soldiers fight for every day.” 

For the first time at a Rock the Fort event, members 
of the surrounding community were invited to attend, 
and a special program featuring the band God Rocks was 
designed for children. 

“We hope that families will be strengthened and 







“We hope that families will be strengthened 
and renewed by this. So many of our soldiers 
have just returned home from deployment in 
Iraq or Afghanistan—for them to be able to 
come to an event like this with their family — 
its just awesome.” 

—Scot McCosh, chaplain 

renewed by this,” said Chaplain Scot McCosh. “So many 
of our soldiers have just returned home from deployment 
in Iraq or Afghanistan—for them to be able to come to 
an event like this with their family—it’s just awesome.” 

“This is a great thing for the community overall,” Hillis 
said. “Many soldiers attend church off post. We wanted to 
do this as a thank you to area churches for reaching out 
to our soldiers.” 

Some church members, in turn, expressed thanks 
to the military by volunteering at Rock the Fort. Mike 
Fleming gave up a hockey tournament in Charleston, 
S.C., to serve as a counselor. “This is more important,” 
he explained. “Hockey is my game; Jesus is my life. I 
needed to be here.” 

After serving for years in the U.S. Army, and for the 
last 20 years as a postal service employee at Fort Bragg, 
Fleming says he knows what a lot of these soldiers and 
families are going through: “They are among the most 
special people in the world. They have done so much to 
help the rest of this world to be free and to have the op¬ 
portunity to hear the Gospel.” 

Fayetteville resident Ann Durkin got involved so she 
could help someone else who might be hurting. “I just had 
the most wonderful thing in my life go on,” she said. “We 
were standing here waiting after the message and I noticed 
a young man, about 10 or 11 years old, and I asked him 
if he wanted someone to talk with.” Durkin then found 
another male counselor and prayed with the boy. “For me 
to be a part of saving one life today was so special. I didn’t 



think something like that would happen.” 

At the end of his message, Josh Holland led those want¬ 
ing to receive Christ in prayer. “I believe a lot of people 
prayed where they were standing,” he said. “We’ve seen 
God do some great things and change some lives. These 
are the heroes of this generation. It’s an honor to reach 
out to them and let them know that the people fighting 
for our freedom can have freedom in Christ.” 

One soldier remarked, “Josh’s message on John 3:16 
is why I rededicated my life to Christ. I have been going 
through a dark period in my life, and the message made 
me understand that I need to seek Him and His Kingdom 
first. It helped place my perspective back where it belongs. 
I am looking forward to a new walk with Christ, with Him 
being the leader.” SB ©2010 bgea 

JANET CHISMAR IS SENIOR WRITER/EDITOR FOR BGEA’S INTERNET EVANGELISM 
DEPARTMENT. 
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FESTIVAL PREVIEW 


A REVIVAL OF HOPE IN LATVIA 

A CONVERSATION WITH PETERIS SPROGIS 


B ishop Peteris Sprogis is the 
executive chair of the Ceribas 
Festivals (Festival of Hope) 
With Franklin Graham, to be 
held Nov. 5-7 at Arena Riga in Riga, Lat¬ 
via. Sprogis recently talked to Decision 
about the past and present challenges 
of the church in Latvia and why he be¬ 
lieves that God is doing great things in 
of some 2.2 million people. 

Q: Could you briefly explain the recent history of the church 
in Latvia and the obstacles it has overcome? 

A: It’s a complicated history. The hardship of 50 years of 
Soviet occupation protected churches in Eastern Europe 
from the humanism and secularism that 
affected the West. However, the 
church in Latvia became ingrown 
because it had no dialogue with 
the outside world. It was 
unable to reach out because 
it was focused on protecting 
itself. So the castle has now 
become a prison, and the door 
is locked from the inside. 

But the church is not 
called to operate in a per¬ 
fect world. We are called to 
bring the Kingdom of God to 
a hurting world. Today, we have 
new challenges and opportunities. 

We are facing the same problems that 
weakened the Western church—post-modernism and ma¬ 
terialism. But I am optimistic because this creates a kind 
of desperation to look for genuine Christianity. The world 
is looking for a church that has answers. 

Q: What are the strengths of the church in Latvia today? 
A: Many say we have a very unique cooperation among 
churches. Denominations are not competing and fighting 
and blaming one another. On moral issues and the spiritual 


health of the nation, we are able to sit around the same table 
and agree on certain things. 

But the biggest strength is a building momentum and 
expectation for revival. I don’t think it will happen the way 
we read in history books. In Latvia, more and more Chris¬ 
tians understand that we have to reach out; we have to look 
for new ways. There is a thirst for change. 

I’m leading the Baptist Union of Latvia, and our priority 
is church planting. We believe there is a movement emerg¬ 
ing in Latvia where churches are starting new churches and 
sending some of their best people to form church-planting 
teams. Good things will come out of that. 

Q: Moving to the nation as a whole , what issues does Latvia 
face , and how is the church helping to address them? 

A: One of the big issues is the 
demographic crisis. The birth 
rate is about 1.4 percent. For a 
nation to survive, you need at 
least 2.1. It has been said that 
whenever a society loses its 
spiritual foundation, people 
lose the motivation to have 
children. In other words, if 
my life is meaningless, why 
would I have kids who will 
have meaningless lives, 
right? According to some 
statistics, Latvia is among the 
worst places in the world in the 
number of suicides. 

The demographic crisis is also a social 
crisis. Schools have been closed because not enough children 
are attending. In the future, pensions will not be available 
because not enough people are working and so on. 

Another issue is that before the global financial crisis 
our economy was growing like crazy. Over the past six or 
seven years, Western money was channeled into Latvia. 
People were borrowing a lot of money and spending it all. 
Of course, that’s all stopped now. When this happened, we 
started to see people who used to be proud and self-sufficient 



this Baltic nation 


“IN LATVIA, MORE AND 
MORE CHRISTIANS 
UNDERSTAND THAT WE 
HAVE TO REACH OUT; WE 
HAVE TO LOOK FOR NEW 
WAYS. THERE IS A THIRST 
FOR CHANGE.” 
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slowing down and realizing they were not so smart and 
powerful after all. They realized that they should look for 
deeper answers. May God help us to give those answers! 

In the 1990s, when we got back our freedom, there 
was a spiritual awakening and a lot of Latvians came to the 
church. But then many left after several years because the 
church was not ready. Now, as God gives us this special time 
to preach and to reach out, may He help us to be ready for 
the challenge. 

Society can look for political answers, but as the church, 
we need to address the issue of hopelessness. It’s very good 
that were having a Festival of Hope, because these issues 
are connected to a lack of hope. And that creates a platform 
for evangelism, for discipleship. It shows that what Christ 
said is still true. The fields are white for harvest, but the 
harvesters are few. 

I really believe that the church-planting movement is 
starting. In our denomination, we helped 12 church-planting 
teams where there had been no churches planted for many 
years. We have young people taking places of leadership, 
reaching out and starting new churches. 


Q: How does the Festival fit into this movement? 

A: Many of our churches need to be awakened to reach out 
and evangelize. That is where the Festival is very helpful. 
Churches are reminded that we already have Good News 
to bring and that we should look for ways to communicate 
it. It’s not about us. It’s not, “How do we feel? And how 
do we like the service?” There is a much bigger world out 
there that needs our attention. I hope that the churches 
will respond and use this possibility. This Festival is one 
way to do evangelism, and we should use it. 

Q: How can our readers pray for the Festival? 

A: Pray that a lot of people will hear the Gospel and 
respond to it. Pray that new churches will be planted as 
a result. Also, pray that this Festival is portrayed well in 
Latvian media, which is often very skeptical and secular 
and sometimes aggressively atheistic. 

And, finally, we wish to see a miracle—that this Festival 
would be a part of revival breaking out in Latvia. KB ©2010 bgea 

INTERVIEWED BY KRISTEN DRISCOLL, ASSISTANT EDITOR, DECISION. 
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Paula Rinehart 


Skip Heitzig 



Several countries around the world set aside a 
day each year for giving thanks—usually around 
harvest time. A common question during these 
holidays is, “What are you thankful for?” Typical 
answers may include a family, a home, a job, food 
and clothing. But for believers, thankfulness 
should go deeper. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be 
joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in 
all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus” (l Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV). In all 
circumstances—even difficult ones? Even when we 
grieve or suffer? The Bible is full of reasons to give 
thanks, and the following articles show both the 
depth and reward of a thankfulness that recognizes 
all God has done for us, even in hard times. 
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Click here for more on the Bible and Thanksgiving 
from Billy Graham. 

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 

'What Fm Most Thankful For 

A Conversation With 
Billy Graham 



■■■KlIBISillllm 

EVERY 

SEASON 



Q: Congratulations, Mr. Graham, on your 92nd 
birthday! What do you find you are most thank¬ 
ful for at this stage of your life? 

A: Well, every morning I’m thankful for the gift 
of another day. And I’m thankful also for the 
good things God continues to give me—family 
and friends, for example, and even the simple 
things in life that I used to take for granted. I 
think I notice them more now, and I’m grateful 
for that. 

But most of all I’m thankful for Jesus Christ, 
and for the hope we have of Heaven because of 
His death and resurrection. As we get older we 
tend to spend time thinking about the past, and 
that’s not necessarily wrong; I do it myself. But I 
also find myself thinking about the future, about 
Heaven. More than ever, I look forward to that 
day when God calls me home and I’ll be with Him 
forever. And I look forward also to being reunited 
with my wife, Ruth, and with others who have 
already entered Heaven. 

Q: Over the years, what have you experienced 
that was difficult or unpleasant at the time, but 
later you were actually thankful for it? 

A: I don’t think I’ve ever met a person who didn’t 
have problems, and I’m no exception. But it’s 
true—God has a way of bringing good out of our 
darkest times, and when He does, we should give 
Him thanks. 

Many years ago I was preparing to go to Aus- 
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tralia for the most extensive series of Crusades 
we’d ever undertaken. But at the last minute I 
experienced a serious eye problem that could’ve 
led to permanent blindness in one eye. The only 
cure was rest, and everything in Australia had to 
be rescheduled—a mammoth undertaking. But 
later we realized that God had used the delay for 
His glory. Not only did I get some much-needed 
rest, but people intensified their prayers, and we 
saw God work in a remarkable way. I can’t say I 
was thankful at the time for what happened, but 
later I was. 

Q: People often have a hard time trusting God 
when difficult times come their way, even if 
they know the promises He has made to us in 
the Bible. Has this been a struggle for you? How 
have you dealt with it? 

A I know from personal experience that it’s easy 
to become so overwhelmed by whatever is hap¬ 
pening to us that we forget God’s promises— 
promises we’ve known and trusted most of our 
lives. That’s why we need to turn to the Bible 
every day, so we won’t forget them. But it’s also 
important to maintain an attitude of thanksgiving 
in our hearts, for it will keep us from forgetting 
God’s goodness and faithfulness. The Bible says, 


“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18, 
emphasis added). 

Q: Now that most of your life is behind you, 
what do you find yourself praying for? 

A: I know it won’t be long before God calls me 
home, and I want to make each day count for Him. 

I can’t do everything I once did—but one thing I 
can do is pray. So prayer is very important to me 
now. I pray for our world and its leaders; I pray for 
our work; I pray for people I know who are going 
through hard times; I pray for the advancement 
of the Gospel around the world. And I pray, too, 
that God will help me keep my eyes on Him and 
use me in whatever ways He sees fit. 

Q: What passages of Scripture especially encour¬ 
age you now? 

A I have age-related macular degeneration, so it’s 
hard for me to read. But the other day I had this 
verse from Galatians 6:14 posted in large print on 
my wall: “But God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” 
(KJV). Those words constantly challenge me. > > 


THANKFUL FOR HIS DAILY PRESENCE 

Cliff Barrows 

I am most thankful for the awareness of God’s daily empowering 
presence in my life, and the privilege of communion and fellow¬ 
ship with Him through prayer, through His Word and through 
songs like ‘The Song of the Soul Set Free’— 

“He is all my glory, and in this heart of mine 
Forevermore I’m singing a song of love divine. 

... Hallelujah! Hallelujah! The song of a soul set free!” 
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"More than ever, I 
look forward to that 
day when God calls 
me home and I'll be 
with Him forever” 


» I’m thankful, too, that I still can recall many 
Scripture passages from memory; I wish I’d mem¬ 
orized more. And Scriptures about Heaven are 
also a great comfort, such as 1 Peter 1:3-4: “Praise 
be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven 
for you.” Incidentally, Peter was an old man when 
he wrote that. 

Q: What would you say to encourage people 
who, through sickness or age, can’t do everything 


they once could, or serve the Lord the way they 
once did? 

A: As I said, I can’t do everything I once did, 
and I admit it frustrates me sometimes. But God 
knows our limitations, and the key is to be faithful 
in doing what we can do. We can still pray, and 
we can still encourage others to live for Christ. 
We also should make it our goal to be more like 
Christ. Ruth used to say that the devil loves a 
grumpy old Christian—and I don’t ever want to 
be like that! KB ©2010 bgea 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARETAKEN FROM 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. 


THANKFUL FOR HIS SAVING GRACE 

George Beverly Shea 

Of utmost importance is the realization of God’s constant provision of 
His saving grace through our precious Lord Jesus. I’m thankful for our 
Christian heritage and for a loving wife and family; this is often de¬ 
scribed as bliss, with a capital B. At this age, approaching the figure of 
102,1 am so thankful to still have a good measure of health and to have 
the joy and privilege of lifting up the Savior’s name in song. 
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THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 

The Saving Grace of 
Gratitude By Paula Rinehart 



ou will find that there is one mo¬ 
tivation, in particular, that will 
sustain you in this path of follow¬ 
ing Jesus ... and that motivation 
is gratitude.” 

These are the words of an old seminary pro¬ 
fessor, spoken many years ago. When I heard 
them as a younger woman, I cocked my head 
quizzically. Could gratitude really be the bedrock 
motivation that keeps me in the game for the whole 
count? I wondered. 

Now as a woman with more years to her credit, 
I see the old professor’s wisdom. The mission or 
the vision or the pressure of friends will never be 
enough to keep the fire of 
devotion burning. The place 
we begin in our pilgrimage 
with God is gratitude. Jesus 
gave His life to bring me 
home to the Father, and I 
have a new life in Him. And 
gratitude, in ever deepening 
ways, is the place the Spirit 
of God brings us back to— 
over and over again. 

Being thankful is consid¬ 
ered a spiritual discipline at 
the heart of the Christian 
life. Certainly, there are 
enough passages with this 
theme to warrant that dis¬ 
tinction. The Apostle Paul 
can hardly give a list of prac¬ 
tical examples of following 
Christ without referring to 
thankfulness. In just a quiet 


stroll through a small book like Colossians, we 
are reminded to put away anger and negative 
talk, to treat each other with kindness and hu¬ 
mility and forgiveness, and to let the peace of 
Christ rule in our hearts. “And be thankful.” It’s a 
steady, recurrent refrain. Living out of gratitude 
is like the yeast in the whole dough of life and 
without it, everything gets flat pretty quickly. 

The author of Hebrews ends his much larger 
book with the same drumbeat. “Let us continu¬ 
ally offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,” he 
says, “that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks 
to His name” (Hebrews 13:15). I have always 
appreciated the acknowledgement that there >> 



PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF PAULA RINEHART 


DECISION: NOVEMBER 2010 





wsmstssmmm 

EVERY 

SEASON 


>> will be moments in life where the expression 
of gratitude feels like a sacrifice. 

Yet in spite of the Bible’s repeated emphasis, 
gratitude receives a world of bad press. One 
reason for that is that it’s easy to preach a thank- 
you-Jesus attitude toward life that, actually, is 
little more than classic positive thinking with a 
Christian patina. Supposedly, a thankful spirit 
will cure a hurting heart—and in short order. 
You start to suspect that “being grateful” is some 
sort of Christian wallpaper that covers whatever 
hole it needs to. A spiritual way to dispense with 
messy feelings. A way to triumph without too 
much pain. 

But when life caves in on you in a big 
way, gratitude is actually the simple 
turning of your heart to God—often 
in trust you may not feel. It’s the first 
act of a heart that knows His promises 
are true, even in the dark. But grati¬ 
tude won’t paper over the kind of 
losses that take your breath away. 

It didn’t for Jesus, and it won’t for 
us. Christ actually felt the loss of 
intimacy with His Father in those 
agonizing moments on the cross. He 
experienced the utter aloneness of 
finding His best friends asleep in the 
garden of Gethsemane when He needed 
them the most. 


The reason that gratitude is such a saving 
grace is that it anchors us in a past and a future 
that cannot be altered. As a counselor, I often 
hear stories of such abuse that you wonder 
how there could be any “person” left in the 
person. Each of us has tasted pain that could 
undo us. And we’ve inflicted plenty of pain on 


“Being thankful 
is considered a 
spiritual discipline 
at the heart of the 
Christian life.” 


T rue biblical gratitude is a world 
beyond happy-face positive think¬ 
ing. It does a far deeper work in 
our soul. Only a Gospel this great, 
a Gospel whose central character 
willingly absorbed the worst this world could 
throw at Him and transformed it into good, can 
lead us to the larger story of redemption God is 
writing in our lives. And that is the unassuming 
miracle that gratitude does in us. Turning our 
hearts toward God with thankfulness will slowly, 
relentlessly, draw us to the big picture—without 
needing to gloss over the challenge of the pres¬ 
ent moment. 


others. Where gratitude kicks in, though, in a 
miraculous way, really, is that God’s purposes 
for good in our lives predate whatever pain 
has come our way. This is why Paul begins his 
masterpiece letter of Ephesians on just this 
note: you have been chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world that you would have 
life in Him. Before you drew a breath, before 
any harm came your way, before you made the 
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mistake you most regret, the goodness of God 
framed your life. 

S o in the oddest sort of way, gratitude 
allows us to say to life: “Bring it on!” 
Whatever gets thrown at you, none 
of it can negate God’s good purposes 
for your life. They are held in His 
safekeeping and His infinite power to redeem. 
Gratitude leads me by the nose to a past that 
begins in the heart of God. 

The other bookend of our life, though, is the 
future. For a follower of Christ, the future is 
described in such glowing terms it’s hard to get 
your hands around. Peter says that our inheri¬ 
tance is imperishable and undefiled and will 
not fade away (1 Peter 1:3-4). Paul claims that 
we have never heard or seen or even imagined 
all that God has prepared for those who love 
Him (1 Corinthians 2:9). But, honestly, when 
I am in the throes of something that makes 
gratitude a challenge, future bliss seems a long 
way off. I am prone to want things to work out 
now instead of later. 

Recently, though, I let myself slow down 
and take it in. I thought, If God showed His 
mercy toward me so that for all the ages to come 
He could unveil ever greater measures of His 
kindness and grace (see Ephesians 2:7), then 
maybe this trial really is just a temporary blip 
on the radar screen. Little bit by little bit, the 
future started to overshadow the present, and 
my perspective shifted. 

G ratitude is a discipline of sorts, 
indeed. It is an active choice, 
especially in hard seasons. But 
there’s far more gift to grati¬ 
tude than discipline. It’s more 
like boarding a slow-moving train that takes us 
places in the spirit that we just could never go 
on our own steam. 

Let me offer a story that summarizes all 
I’m trying to say. It grows out of one of those 
“difficult relationships” we all experience from 


time to time. I’ve known this particular person 
for 25 years, and it’s been a difficult relation¬ 
ship just about that long! I’m sure I rub my 
friend the wrong way. And there seems to be 
some blind spot in his life that makes him 
unable to do or be different. 

So, recently, I was praying about this relation¬ 
ship. “Lord,” I said, “I am 57 years old, and this 
is getting on my nerves.” 

I’m not quite sure how to explain this, but 
I could sense God saying, in the kindest pos¬ 
sible way, that it was much the same between 
me and Him. I saw myself for a split second 
from God’s perspective. I have wounded the 
heart of God. He suffers my blind spots—the 
hard-headed, sinful, stubborn places in me I 
can’t even see. 

I felt like I’d been struck by a jolt of elec¬ 
tricity. The utter wonder of the Gospel con¬ 
victed and washed over me in a fresh way. I 
confessed my sin to God. And I understood 
afresh that it’s all true—I am the one who’s 
blind as a bat. And yet. Yet I am no less loved 
or forgiven. I am no less His. And He has kept 
my seat at the table. 

So it is that gratitude brings us back to a 
mercy we cannot seem to exhaust. He is our 
home at the end of the world. The simple, re¬ 
curring miracle that you and I belong to Jesus 
shapes a gratefulness that can carry us all our 
days. Or as the author of Hebrews says the very 
best: “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, 
by which we may offer to God an acceptable 
service with reverence and awe, for our God is 
a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28-29, emphasis 
added). SB ©2010 bgea 
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THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 

The Root of Thanksgiving 

By Skip Heitzig 


A few years back I was invited to 
a unique medical conference 
with more than 500 outstanding 
doctors from around the world. 
What made this conference so 
exceptional was that the doctors didn’t gather to 
talk about how great they were—they wanted to 
talk about how great God is! These accomplished 
professionals came together to find out how they 
could serve their Lord with their medical train¬ 
ing and offer thanksgiving for the role they play 
in the lives of others ... amazing! 

One of the physicians who captured my at¬ 
tention was Dr. Ben Carson, the Chief of Pedi¬ 
atric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University. 
Only 33 years old when he was appointed 
to that position, Carson is best known for 
spearheading the international team 
that separated the German Siamese 
twins in 1987. Since that time, he 
has been awarded the Presiden¬ 
tial Medal of Freedom. A strong 
believer, Carson talked about 
how people will come to him and 
thank him for his services. His 
response is simple: “I’m only 
God’s assistant!” Carson un¬ 
derstands the root of thanks¬ 
giving: God is the author of all 
good things. Carson is simply a 
conduit of God’s goodness. Yes, 
believers should be thankful to 
those who minister to them. But 
God is the ultimate physician and 
provider, the One from whom all 


blessings flow and the One to whom we should 
render our thankfulness. 

But what exactly should Christians be thank¬ 
ful for? Many of us, including me, would say 
things like family, country, homes, health and 
jobs. That’s a great start. But let me suggest some¬ 
thing deeper and more profound: our salvation. 

In Colossians 1:3 Paul wrote, “We give 
thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Je¬ 
sus Christ, praying always for you.” Paul was in 
jail when he wrote that! But he was so in tune 


“Through no merit 
of our own, God 
presented us with 
the gift of life 
eternal with Him.” 
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with God that his circumstances didn’t rob him 
of joy and thanksgiving. Paul inherently knew 
that there was a deeper reason to be thankful: 
God had rescued him from spiritual darkness, 
out of a spiritual prison. God continued to do 
great things for him, even in the midst of trials. 
Paul recounted five reasons all Christians are 
to be thankful. 


F irst, God has qualified us. Paul wrote, 
“Giving thanks to the Father who 
has qualified us to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in the 
light” (Colossians 1:12). The word 
qualified means “to make meet” or “to make able.” 

The idea is that God has enabled us to have some¬ 
thing. Put simply, God has given us the privilege > > 
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> > of a relationship with Him by forgiving us of our 
sins and providing a means to turn from the dark¬ 
ness and toward the light. 

Think about that. Through no merit of our 
own, God presented us with the gift of life eternal 
with Him. The center of the Gospel is the cross 
of Christ. We simply come to the cross as humble 
sinners, in repentance and humility, and He ac¬ 
cepts us. Through His blood He washes away 
our sins. As the hymnist reminds us, “Nothing 
in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.” 
Christ has made us fit to be partakers. He has 
qualified us. 

S econd, God has delivered us. Paul 
said, “He has delivered us from the 
power of darkness” (Colossians 
1:13). I’ve hung onto this verse be¬ 
cause I was involved in the occult 
before I became a Christian. A friend and I used 
to do astral projection (a practice that suppos¬ 
edly allows you to travel on what’s called an 
astral plane through time and the universe). 
As teenagers we practiced praying to unknown 
spirits to find out about our reincarnated past 
lives. Let me just say that these spirits are real! 
Darkness is a real entity. We met the powers of 
darkness face to face. 

When I became a Christian, I was delivered 
from that oppression. Like me, all Christians have 
been delivered from the powers of darkness. What 
a wonderful gift to be thankful for! 

T hird, God has conveyed us. Paul 
stated, “He ... conveyed us into the 
kingdom of the Son of His love” 
(Colossians 1:13). Here we find 
God moving and transporting us 
from one kingdom into another. Man was created 
to serve God and have a relationship with Him 
in a perfect kingdom. But, given volition (the 
power to choose), man chose to follow Satan’s 
advice. And now, every person must make a choice 
sometime in his or her life to leave the kingdom 


of darkness and walk into the Kingdom of light 
through the ticket that has been bought with the 
blood of Jesus Christ. When we do that, we can 
be thankful that God will take us from hate, fear 
and oppression and bring us into a relationship 
of trust, love and hope. 

F ourth, God has redeemed us. Paul 
wrote: “In whom we have redemp¬ 
tion through His blood” (Colossians 
1:14). Redemption means “to release 
a slave by paying a price, or to buy 
back.” It was a term borrowed from the ancient 
slave markets where someone could come in and 
pay a price for a slave. Once he’d paid the price, 
he could set the slave free. 

I love the story of the little gingerbread man 
who was fashioned and shaped by a little boy to 
be his treasured companion. The boy loved the 
gingerbread man, but he didn’t need him—he 
merely looked in on him every day. One day the 
gingerbread man ran off down the street. The little 
boy ran after the gingerbread man, saying, “Come 
back! You’re mine!” The boy looked all over town, 
in all the stores, and asked all the children, “Have 
you seen my gingerbread man?” Then he passed 
a pastry shop where he saw his little gingerbread 
man smiling down from the store window with a 
price tag of five cents on him. He rushed into the 
store and protested, “That’s my gingerbread man. 
I want him back!” The baker said, “You can have 
him for a nickel.” The little boy responded, “But 
you don’t understand, I made him! He’s mine!” 
The baker replied, “Fine. If he’s yours, pay the 
price and you can have him.” So the little boy 
took a nickel from his pocket and paid for the 
gingerbread man. He gazed at him lovingly and 
said, “Now you’re really mine. You were mine 
first because I made you, but now you’re mine 
because I bought you.” 

The same is true with redemption. God says, 
“You were mine because I made you—but you 
ran away from Me. Now you’re mine because 
I bought you with the blood of Christ.” He has 
redeemed us. 
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“God has given us 
the privilege of a 
relationship with Him 
by forgiving us of our 
sins and providing a 
means to turn from the 
darkness and toward 
the light/' 


F ifth, God has forgiven us. Paul stated, 
“Through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins” (Colossians 1:14). The word 
forgiveness means “to send away.” 
God took your sins and shipped 
them off. Every week, city workers faithfully col¬ 
lect the garbage placed in front of my house and 
take it to the city dump. In all the years that I have 
enjoyed this service they have never once brought 
any of the garbage back! Jesus died for your sins 
and has forgiven you. He has taken your sins away 
and He will never bring any of them back. 

These three short verses in Colossians show us 


how thankful we should be for our salvation. We 
can be thankful that God has qualified us, delivered 
us, conveyed us, redeemed us and forgiven us. And 
because we are thankful to God for so great a salva¬ 
tion, we, like those 500 medical doctors, should 
have only one response: to pour out our lives in 
service to God and become a conduit of His good¬ 
ness to a desperately hungry world. SB ©2010 BGEA 
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HAITI UPDATE 



THE LIGHT OF CHRIST FOR 



BY RICHARD GREENE 



CLICK HERE TO WATCH A VIDEO 
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s the one-year anniversary 
approaches for the catastrophic 
Jan. 12 earthquake that 
devastated Haiti, the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association 
and Samaritan’s Purse are 
intensifying their ministry to 
the people of this impoverished 
Caribbean nation. <1 Samaritan’s 
Purse is gearing up for an 
Operation Christmas Child 
distribution of shoebox gifts to 
Haitian children, accompanied by 
a discipleship program designed 
to help them know and walk 
with Jesus. <f And in response 
to a heartfelt invitation from 
75 Haitian pastors representing 
multiple denominations, BGEA 
will conduct a Festival of Hope 
with Franklin Graham on 
Sunday, Jan. 9, 2011. A locally 
planned Children’s Festival will 
be held on Saturday, Jan. 8. <f 
The Franklin Graham Festival 
will be followed by My Hope 
Haiti next July. The My Hope 
project, a predominantly in-home 
evangelistic TV campaign that 
has already changed lives in more 
than 50 countries, was originally 
scheduled for December 2010 in 
Haiti but was postponed after the 
earthquake struck. 

“BGEA and Samaritan’s Purse are working 
together to build a synergy of purpose and 
impact in Haiti by systematically timing 
our different ministries and service proj¬ 
ects,” explained Bill Conard, vice president 
of international ministries for BGEA. “We 
hope to build a growing momentum to 
bring physical, social and spiritual help 
to people’s lives and to make an eternal 
difference throughout the country.” 
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HAITI UPDATE 



P11TNEESHIP SPVEEED 
MW QM1E 

This strategic coordination of ministry efforts began on 
that fateful Tuesday nearly 10 months ago, when the power¬ 
ful magnitude 7.0 quake rocked Haiti, killing an estimated 
230,000 people and injuring 300,000 more. 

Within 24 hours, staff from Samaritan’s Purse and chap¬ 
lains from BGEA’s Rapid Response Team were on the 
ground in Port-au-Prince, teaming with the Baptist Haiti 
Mission to minister to mounting physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs. 

Throughout the past year, Samaritan’s Purse and the 
Haitian workers it has employed have distributed food, 
provided medical care, removed rubble and constructed 
temporary shelters. 

During the same time frame, some 42 RRT chaplains 
have been deployed not only to encourage and assist church 
leaders and reach out to many Haitian communities, but 
also to support Samaritan’s Purse staff and workers. To date, 
they have prayed with 15,421 people—with 1,745 making 
decisions to follow Jesus Christ. 

Chaplains have been able to share the compassion and 
hope of Jesus Christ with people like Maxo, whom they 
encountered one day wearing a large straw hat and sitting 
under a coconut tree. Maxo greeted them with a broad smile. 
He remembered the day a couple of months earlier when 
the chaplains had proclaimed the Good News of Jesus to a 
large group of people. 

“I know a lot about the Bible,” he told the chaplains, 
“but I am not saved because I do bad things.” Maxo was 


still haunted by his time in prison in New York 
before being deported back to Haiti. 

The chaplains detected that Maxo did not 
grasp God’s grace, so they explained how Jesus 
died on the cross to pay the price for the sins of 
the world, including his. They related that he 
could receive God’s forgiveness if he repented and 
turned in faith to Jesus Christ. Maxo’s demeanor 
changed, and he enthusiastically gave his heart 
to Christ and expressed his intent to follow Him. 

In addition to sharing Christ, BGEA has con¬ 
ducted special grief ministry training sessions in 
different locations for several hundred pastors 
and church leaders. These instructional and in¬ 
spirational sessions first ministered to the hearts 
of those leaders themselves, since so many of 
them lost loved ones and church members in the 
quake. But these same leaders are now equipped 
and eager to fan out across Haiti in the months ahead to 
minister to the spiritual needs of people within the some 
3,000 to 4,000 evangelical churches on the island. 

As this humanitarian and chaplaincy collaboration con¬ 
tinues into the foreseeable future, BGEA and Samaritan’s 
Purse are turning their attention to Operation Christmas 
Child, the Festival of Hope with Franklin Graham and My 
Hope Haiti. 

ZbOGISTICIJLIb CH1LLEN6ES 

But mountains of obstacles stand in the way of pulling 
off each of these events. Some of the key pastors originally 
involved in the My Hope initiative were killed in the quake. 
Many churches were destroyed, and other buildings crum¬ 
bled and have yet to be rebuilt—meaning that OCC, My 
Hope and pre-Festival Christian Life and Witness training 
locations will be limited. Some roads are still impassable, 
causing a potential transportation nightmare for people 
traveling into Port-au-Prince. Electricity also remains un¬ 
reliable. Some of the major equipment necessary to stage 
these events are not available in Haiti and will have to be 
shipped in from the outside. 

On top of all this, an estimated 1.5 million people dis¬ 
placed by the earthquake continue to live cramped inside 
more than 1,300 tent camps. 

Yet, BGEA leaders are working with appropriate Hai¬ 
tian officials to explore all possible options to ensure safety 
and security, so that the greatest number of people can be 
reached with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and then followed 
up by local churches. 
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“...THEY ARE SO APPRECIATIVE THAT 
BGEA AND SAMARITAN’S PURSE ARE ABLE 
TO HELP THEM PRAYERFULLY OVERCOME 
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS AND EFFECTA 

L4STIN6 SPIRITUAL 

CHANGE. -ROD BARNETT 


At right, Franklin 
Graham visits a 
food distribution 
site during a 
trip to check on 
the progress of 
ministry efforts 
by BGEA and 
Samaritan's 
Purse. 


“We remain encouraged, and so do church leaders in 
Haiti,” said Rod Barnett, director of Crusade ministries 
field staff for BGEA. “They believe this is God’s time for 
their country, and they are so appreciative that BGEA and 
Samaritan’s Purse are able to help them prayerfully overcome 
spiritual darkness and effect a lasting spiritual change.” 

ML LE6M¥ ©F 

As exciting as the prospect is for thousands of people to 
come to Christ during these combined ministries, BGEA 
is also energized about the investment being made to train 
people in Christian living and evangelism that will continue 
long after these events are over. 

“We want not only to see as many people as possible 
make a decision for Christ, but in the process of seeing that 
happen we want to help bolster local churches by training 
their members so that those who give their hearts to Christ 
can be effectively discipled,” Barnett said. 

Jack Munday, director of BGEA’s Rapid Response Team, 


echoed that sentiment. “When people look back on our in¬ 
volvement in Haiti, they will see a continuation of the legacy of 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association in that we invested 
in the local church to proclaim the Gospel,” he said. 

And all this effort is motivated by the love of God. Pres¬ 
ton Parrish, BGEA’s executive vice president for ministry, 
said it’s easy to be numbed by the sheer numbers of people 
killed or missing or injured in the quake. 

“Yet God sees the pain and the tears of each individual 
person—each man, woman, boy and girl—each husband, 
wife, father, mother, brother, sister and child,” Parrish said. 
“Every soul is precious to Him.” 

For those who survived the earthquake’s devastation and 
are faced with the challenge of somehow going on with life, 
Parrish says that God is the source of the comfort, salvation 
and help that each one so desperately needs. 

“It is a privilege to have the opportunity to share the light 
of Christ’s love and to herald the hope of Christ’s Gospel in 

Haiti.” HI ©2010 BGEA 
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TESTIMONY 
by Dexter Phillips 


‘Is This All There Is?’ 



I n 1981, I was a 29-year-old doctor with a busy 
family medical practice. I was the only doctor in 
town, and I was exhausted all the time. I had a 
loving wife, two young sons and a nice home, but 
there was a hole in my heart; it was the proverbial 
question, “Is this all there is?” 

One Wednesday evening, following another exhausting 
day at the office, I poured a cup of hot coffee after supper 
and went to the living room to relax for a few minutes. I 
flipped on the TV and sat down, and Billy Graham came 
on. I didn’t really know who he was. I had grown up in 


church, so I knew he was preaching, but I didn’t want to 
listen to him. I wanted something to amuse me. 

I got up to change the channel, but the selector knob 
was gone. I glanced around, wondering what had happened 
to it. The kids must have pulled it off. I was too tired to 
look for it, so I sat back down and listened. 

What Billy Graham was talking about caught my atten¬ 
tion. Still, I didn’t think too much of it. The next night, 
the same thing happened: I came home, sat down, no TV 
knob, and he’s on. That evening, I felt like, This guy on TV 
is talking to me. 
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Friday night when I came home, the selector knob was 
back on the TV, but that didn’t make a difference. I wanted 
to watch Mr. Graham. And that night, I wanted to respond. 
I wanted to get down and pray in front of the TV, but I 
was afraid my wife would see me and think I was crazy. 

This was Good Friday, and the next three nights were 
sleepless ones for me. I tossed and turned. Everything 
Billy Graham had been saying was weighing on me, and 
I couldn’t sleep. 

Monday morning, I was driving to the hospital to do 

“I knew that I’d been turning 
my back on God. I felt grief I 
made a decision that I was 
going to follow Jesus Christ, 
and never again was I going to 
turn my back on God.” 

rounds at 7:30 a.m., and that’s when the Lord opened my 
eyes. I started to understand what God had done for me. 
I remember thinking, I have two sons, and no way would I 
give my boys for anybody’s wrongs. But God the Father gave 
His Son for me, for the wrongs I had done. 

That realization overwhelmed me. I knew that I’d been 
turning my back on God. I felt grief. I made a decision that 
I was going to follow Jesus Christ, and never again was I 
going to turn my back on God. I didn’t realize what was hap¬ 
pening at the time; I didn’t know the term born again. But 
looking back, I know that was the point of my conversion. 

I developed a thirst for the Bible and began to read it 
daily, but it was about three years before I became involved 
in a church and really started to grow spiritually. After we 
attended several services, my wife, Sheri, committed her 
life to Jesus, too. 

In 1993,1 sensed that God wanted to make some chang¬ 
es in my life and work. This included closing my medical 


practice and going to work in a hospital emergency room. 
Deep in my heart, I wanted to help the poor. I was already 
following Jesus; I also wanted to follow His example of 
caring for the sick. As I sought the Lord’s direction, He 
gave me some ideas about starting a nondenominational, 
nonprofit health service called Christian Health Ministries. 
It turned out that God was giving others the same desire. 
When word got out that I was interested in starting a free 
medical clinic, volunteers came to help. 

In January 2001, we opened the clinic in the basement 
of Solid Rock Assembly of God Church in 
Toledo, Ohio. The congregation donated 
the use of its facility, which was within 
walking distance for thousands of the city’s 
working poor. Other organizations and in¬ 
dividuals donated equipment and supplies. 

For seven years, we operated the clinic, 
treating about 30 patients on a typical day. 
Besides taking care of patients’ physical 
problems, we talked to them about their 
spiritual needs. Our staff was equipped 
through Evangelism Explosion, a ministry 
that helps believers to share the Gospel. 
We would ask, “Have you come to the 
place where you know for certain that if 
you were to die today, you would go to 
Heaven?” 

We found that about half of our patients 
were already Christians prior to their first 
visit, but over the years we led more than 560 patients in 
a prayer of salvation. 

In 2008 the church building was sold and we had to close 
the clinic. But I’m still practicing medicine, and I continue 
to witness to and to pray with patients and my staff. I also 
work with medical students who belong to the Christian 
Medical Fellowship at the University of Toledo Medical 
Center. I teach them medical ethics and also help them 
learn how to witness in the medical setting. Sheri and I lead 
a home Bible study, and I play in a Christian gospel band 
that ministers at nursing homes in the greater Toledo area. 

I don’t even like to think about what would have be¬ 
come of my family and me if it weren’t for Mr. Graham’s 
telecasts and the grace of God that saved us. SH ©2010 bgea 

DR. DEXTER PHILLIPS ISAGRADUATE 0FTHE UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO AND KIRKSVILLE 
COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY. HE AND HIS WIFE, SHERI, LIVE IN 
SYLVANIA, OHIO, AND HAVE TWO SONS. 



DECISION: NOVEMBER 2010 


27 




MY HOPE 


CLICK HERE TO WATCH A VIDEO 
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STORM OF HOPE TO SWEEP MALAWI 

NATIONWIDE MY HOPE BROADCAST SCHEDULED FOR NOV. 4-6 


BY PATRICK SEMPHERE 

W hile studying in a Western country a few 
years ago, I was shocked with how little 
my fellow students knew about Malawi. 
One friend asked me, “In which part of 
Kenya is Malawi?” I then understood that the absence of 
conflicts and major disasters denies Malawi the publicity 
spotlight that other countries such as Rwanda, Zimbabwe 
and Sudan experience. 

One of Africa’s smallest countries by area, Malawi is 
located in the south central part of the continent, nestled 
between Zambia and Mozambique. But Malawi’s estimated 
15 million people constitute one of Africa’s most densely 
populated countries. Originally known as Nyasaland under 
British rule, Malawi attained independence in 1964 and, 
unlike many other African nations, has enjoyed a peaceful 
existence in subsequent years. 

Christianity in Malawi traces its beginnings to explorer 
David Livingstone, who spent significant time in the region 
and inspired a generation of missionaries from the United 
Kingdom. The nation has a long history of active evangelical 
missions, and a large segment of the population considers 
themselves Christian, although for many it is nominal. 
About 15 percent is aligned with Islam, brought by Arab 
slave traders more than 100 years ago. 

BOLD NOVEMBER OUTREACH 

My Hope Malawi affords the church an incredible op¬ 
portunity to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ nation¬ 
wide. The project involves more than 5,000 evangelical 
congregations across denominational lines, including the 
country’s largest Protestant denomination, the Church of 
Central Africa, Presbyterian. 

The 5,000 churches plan to mobilize on average 10 Mat¬ 
thews each—people who are trained to invite non-Christian 
friends to their homes to watch or listen to a special series of 
TV and radio broadcasts Nov. 4-6. This means well be able 
to reach a potential audience of 500,000 Malawians with the 
Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. This home evangelistic 
approach is based on the Apostle Matthew, who invited friends 
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to a banquet at his home to meet Jesus (Luke 5:27-32). 

Last March, an office with national staff was established 
in the heart of the capital city of Lilongwe (population 
600,000), with an additional network of coordinators fan¬ 
ning across the 28 districts of the country. My Hope Malawi 
was launched nationally on May 8, followed by regional 
vision meetings that unanimously endorsed the project. We 
all rally under one common anticipation—that God will use 
My Hope to touch our country and draw men and women 
to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Three special radio and TV programs have been prepared. 
A production team from the Billy Graham Evangelistic As¬ 
sociation has toured Malawi and recorded testimonies and 
supplemental material, which will be combined with the 
preaching of Billy Graham and Franklin Graham to provide 
a powerful proclamation of the Gospel. DVD programs will 
be shown in areas not accessible to television. 
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A HEART FOR THE ENTIRE COUNTRY 

Key church leaders are optimistic about the positive 
impact of My Hope Malawi. The Rev. Vasco Kachipapa, 
moderator of the Nkhoma Synod, says, “I would like to 
invite every Malawian to be a part of this huge, wonder¬ 
ful, important, timely evangelistic campaign. It is not for 
a church but for our nation, not for a particular corner of 
Malawi but for the entire country.” 

Pastor John Mastern Dzonzi, coordinator for the central 
region, believes the Holy Spirit will work through My Hope 
to bring transformation in the lives of many people and to 
make a significant difference throughout our society. 

“By the end of the campaign, the church will have better 
trained leaders in evangelism, who in the context of family 
relationships can reach their neighbors,” Dzonzi explains. 
“Christians will continue ministering to their people long 
after the November project is over. And the church will 
never be the same again.” 

ANTICIPATING GOD'S BLESSING 

When I recently attended the Word Alive Church in 

PRAYER POINTS Please pray that; 


Lilongwe, Pastor James Chirwa was bubbling with a passion 
for souls. Lacing his sermon with how he met Jesus Christ, 
Chirwa was clear that he understood the My Hope project. 
He shared from Matthew 9 on the call of Matthew and from 
Acts 10 on the story of Cornelius, both of which refer to a 
home-based evangelistic outreach. 

“As a minister of this church, I pray that you will respond 
to the call of being a Matthew,” he concluded. At the end of 
both services, 20 Matthews had been registered. Regarding the 
offering that had been received that day, Chirwa announced: 
“It will be dedicated to the My Hope project. When someone 
gave to the Lord a few years ago, an evangelist managed to 
travel to my area to preach the Gospel. As a result of that 
message, I am a preacher today.” 

Chirwa s enthusiasm was evident. He has committed to 
being a Matthew host himself. He has demonstrated a deep 
sense of ownership, which is an indicator of his endorsement 
of the Great Commission strategy. This just may signal a big 
storm of hope yet to sweep Malawi. SB ©2010 bgea 

PATRICK SEMPHERE IS NATIONAL COORDINATOR OF MY HOPE MALAWI AND CHAIRMAN 
OF THE MEDIA COUNCIL OF MALAWI. 




A spirit of unity and holiness will prevail for effective outreach. • God will ignite a burden for souls and raise up 
necessary laborers. • The participating churches will be effectively trained and prepared. • God will bless with a 
bumper harvest of souls and that through diligent follow-up the fruit shall remain. 


PHOTOGRAPHS: JIM WHITMER/©2002 BGEA 


DECISION: NOVEMBER 2010 


29 















Growing 

Chnst 


* 

FAITHFUL LIVING 
by Robert J. Tamasy 


Giving or Getting? 


With Christmas less than two months away, brace yourself to be bombarded by 
advertising messages to consume and consume still more. Is it possible then to 
practice self-denial and display generosity to others? This article gives practical steps 
we can take to follow Christ, rather than culture, this Christmas season. —The Editors 


M y earliest Christmas memories include the 
annual Sears catalog, that storehouse of 
treasures that tantalized young minds. No 
visions of sugar plums dancing in my head; 
no, mine were dreams of toy trains, cowboy and Indian 
sets, basketballs and footballs. 

Today, the Internet, direct mail and the unending parade 
of network and cable TV commercials have largely replaced 
catalogs. But the goal remains: converging our wants and 
needs into one. 

The so-called ‘season of giving” is as much the season 
for getting; even in giving we agonize over responses our 
gifts might get from their recipients. It would be nice to 
believe attitudes of followers of Jesus differ dramatically 
from mainstream America, but studies 
indicate our devotion to materialism 
rivals that of ardent atheists. 

So how do we respond? More 
than one president has used his “bul¬ 
ly pulpit” to exhort Americans to “go 
shopping,” challenging our civic duty 
to keep the gears of commerce well- 
greased. That makes our desire for 
“stuff” almost patriotic, doesn’t it? 

Maybe it’s time to ask: Isn’t it really 
more blessed to give than to receive, as 
Jesus declared in Acts 20:35? 


Does the following sentence sound like some Grinch-like 
TV pastor, pooh-poohing the pleasures of exchanging gifts? 

“I believe we are all in danger of accumulating ... things 
which would be useful to others, while not needed by our¬ 
selves, and the retention of which entails loss of blessing 
... My experience was that the less I spent on myself and 
the more I gave away, the fuller of happiness and blessing 
did my soul become.” 

Actually, J. Hudson Taylor, the revered missionary pio¬ 
neer to China, made this statement nearly 150 years ago in 
his autobiography, recounting convictions he formed as a 
young man. 

Approaching the height of another Christmas season, his 
words would seem shrill to a retailer’s ears. The Thanksgiv¬ 
ing-to-Christmas span annually spells 
fiscal success or failure for virtually ev¬ 
eryone in the retail world. But as Taylor 
wrote, we might find ourselves happier 
and more blessed by concentrating on 
giving rather than receiving. 

In fact, the founder of a prominent 
inner-city ministry told me his greatest 
revelation in working with the poor 
was that “the greatest poverty is the 
inability to give.” If that’s true, those of 
us capable of giving abundantly can be 
the richest of all. 


"... My experience was 
that the less I spent on 
myself and the more I 
gave away, the fuller of 
happiness and blessing 
did my soul become.” 

—J. HUDSON TAYLOR 
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Proverbs 11:24-25 underscores this notion: “One man 
gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who 
refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” 

So how do we shift the paradigm? How do we learn to 
emphasize the giving part of the season, without worrying 
about what we’ll get in return? Here are steps we can con¬ 
sider for cultivating a life of generosity. 

Focus on “the least of these.” Jesus taught His follow¬ 
ers, “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). So what better 
way to celebrate Jesus’ birth than to give to Him by sharing 
with the disenfranchised and forgotten? 

Years ago a friend of mine—a fairly new believer—hav¬ 
ing no pressing needs, asked his family to instead of buying 
him gifts for Christmas make donations to worthy causes 
and simply place cards under the tree indicating where the 
gifts were directed. Seeing how people were being helped 
gave him great joy. 

Perhaps along with seasonal gifts, you or your family 
could consider regularly supporting a Christian cause you 
believe in. For years my family has given monthly to sup¬ 
port children in Brazil; we support the inner-city ministry 
I referred to earlier, especially at Christmas; and donate 
regularly to a pro-life agency that finds loving homes for 
unwanted babies and young children. 

Give of your time. We typically think of giving in terms 
of material resources, but one commodity we each have in 
equal supply is time. Along with offering financial support to 
causes we believe in, we can devote portions of our time in 
many ways. For instance, years ago I underwent open heart 
surgery; now I volunteer one evening a week visiting people 


who have just undergone 
similar procedures, offering 
my perspective as one who’s 
“been there, done that.” Pa¬ 
tients are encouraged, and 
meaningful spiritual conver¬ 
sations about Jesus Christ 
often result. 

Remembering how I 
floundered about in my early years as a believer, I also 
meet with several men in mentoring relationships, help¬ 
ing them learn how to understand the Scriptures and 
apply them to their lives and careers. It’s a tremendous 
blessing to become a spiritual parent: “I have no greater 
joy than to hear that my children are walking in the 
truth” (3 John 4). 

Invest your talents. What abilities or experiences do 
you have that could enhance the lives of others? If you are 
a handyman (unlike me), you could use your skills to make 
needed repairs to someone’s home or car. Do you enjoy 
driving? There are probably older or disabled people in 
your church that would appreciate being able to call you to 
transport them to the grocery, to a doctor’s visit or simply 
just to get out of the house. 

Must we forsake receiving Christmas gifts? Of course 
not. That would deprive others of joy in giving to us. But 
as 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 tells us, “whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously.” 

Ultimately, it is more blessed to give than to receive be¬ 
cause when we give, we also receive—the joy of benefiting 
others, sharing resources God has entrusted to us and taking 
part in His strategy for blessing and reaching people in our 
communities and around the world. SB ©2010 bgea 

ROBERT J. TAMASY (BOBTAMASY.BLOGSPOT.COM) IS VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS FOR LEADERS LEGACY, INC., A MINISTRY TO BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
LEADERS BASED IN ATLANTA, GA. HE HAS WRITTEN AND CO-AUTHORED MORE THAN A 
DOZEN BOOKS, INCLUDING “THE HEART OF MENTORING" AND “BUSINESS AT ITS BEST." 

SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN BY PERMISSION FROM THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION. 
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FAITH PROFILE 


FORGIVENESS IN THE FACE 
OF TERROR 

BY FRANK KING 


J ohn and Eloise Bergen will never forget the horrify¬ 
ing evening of July 9, 2008. The couple had come 
to rural Kenya from their home in Calgary, Alberta, 
just a few months before as missionaries in the dan¬ 
gerous, impoverished region of Kitale. They had raised 
their children and wanted to give the rest of their lives 
to helping orphans. 

John was outside their rented farmhouse around 8:30 
p.m. It was dark, and he was 
wondering where their security 
guard was when a mob of thieves 
attacked him. In the midst of be¬ 
ing strangled, beaten with clubs 
and slashed with machetes, John 
realized the gang wouldn’t stop 
until he was dead. That’s when he 
managed to utter a squeaky “Jesus, 
help me!” 

As he lay there on the ground, 
enduring the attack, God answered 
his prayer. 

“It seemed like I could feel the 
level of pain lessen by several de¬ 
grees,” said John, now 72. 

The attackers left John a 
crumpled mess and ran toward 
the house. Eloise was inside when 
they confronted her. 

“Jesus,” she whispered under 
her breath, calling on the only 
person she knew could help her. 

And as her captors assaulted her 
and tied her hands behind her back, she sensed God’s 
comforting presence. 

The men rummaged through the couple’s possessions 
and stole almost everything of value. Then they drove off 
in the Bergens’ Suzuki. 

Once she knew the gang was gone, Eloise made her 
way to the dresser, where she managed to get a grip on 
the scissors in her makeup box. She then cut the rope 


in two and rushed out into the darkness, searching for 
John. She found him under some bushes, fading in and 
out of consciousness. 

Eloise discovered the attackers had crashed their Suzuki 
into a nearby tree and abandoned the vehicle with the 
keys still inside. She started the car, dragged John into it 
and drove a half-hour to a missionary compound in Kitale. 
There, friend Ryan Schumacher took over and drove them 
to the town’s hospital. 

Eventually, the Bergens were 
transferred to a better facility in 
Nairobi where, after three days, 
John regained full consciousness. 
Doctors were amazed to discover 
that, despite finding 15 slashes 
from his hips to his ankles, not 
one major tendon, muscle or ar¬ 
tery was severed. 

Meanwhile, two important 
things were happening: a pair 
of reporters overheard the gang 
leader bragging about his exploits 
at a bar and reported him to the 
local police, who then picked up 
all nine attackers. And the Ca¬ 
nadian news media covered the 
attack in great detail—resulting 
in a flood of donations that cov¬ 
ered the couple’s entire $30,000 
hospital bill. 

Some family members flew 
from Canada and the United 
States to Kenya to be with the Bergens during their re¬ 
covery. Other family members met the couple at the 
airport when they arrived back in Calgary about three 
weeks after the attack. The media were also there, and 
that began a rush of coverage that is still underway two 
years later, as John and Eloise travel Canada and the 
U.S., recalling their experiences and testifying to God’s 
faithfulness and protection. 
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Elderly couple pardon fiv e men 
who a ttacked them. T hey are 
ready to visit the raiders in prison 


DECISION: NOVEMBER 2010 


PHOTOGRAPH: COURTESY OF JOHN AND ELOISE BERGEN 




















What has impressed the secular media so much is the 
Bergen’s immediate willingness to forgive their attackers. 
Both had learned the value of forgiveness through family 
situations—a near breakup of their marriage many years 
earlier, and the departure of their adopted daughter who 
left home at 14, saying she no longer wanted their love. 
She has since reconciled with John and Eloise. 

“I learned how to forgive and receive healing from the 
hurts in my past before ever going to Africa,” said Eloise, 
67. “Forgiveness has become a much-needed way of life 
for me.” 

When there are no unhealed emotional hurts to tap 
into, forgiveness is easier, John said. “When I regained 
consciousness in the Nairobi hospital, the joy of God’s 
presence so overwhelmed me that I started to laugh,” 
he said. “There was no room in my heart for thoughts 
of revenge.” 

Forgiveness was one of four qualities the Bergens say 
God instilled in them before they went to Africa. Living 
with integrity, using the joy of the Lord to put a positive 
face on all situations, and deepening their intimacy with 
God were the other qualities. 


into Swahili, John told the five he wasn’t there to change 
the course of justice. He was there for something more 
important: to tell them about the love and forgiveness 
of Jesus. 

Their response? One of the group members said he had 
been praying to God for forgiveness and now, to see John 
before them, he knew that God answers prayers. From 
there, John led all five to Jesus Christ. 

“When John texted me all this, I just got tears in my 
eyes,” said Eloise. 

The court case is still not resolved, but the Bergens are 
staying busy telling their story, raising funds to make a 
difference in Kenya, and rejoicing in how God took a mind- 
numbing nightmare and turned it into something good. 

“These have been two really good years [since the at¬ 
tack],” Eloise reported. “I can see how God has been pre¬ 
paring me for this life.” SB ©2010 bgea 

FRANK KING IS COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER FOR THE BILLY GRAHAM EVANGELISTIC 
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE BERGENS AND THEIR 
BOOK, “FORGIVENESS IN THE FACE OF TERROR," GO TO BERGENSMISSION.COM. 



“Forgiveness has become 
a much-needed way of life 
for me." 


— Eloise Bergen 


Since the attack, the Bergens have been back to Kenya 
to attend part of the court trial. Their attackers were violent 
and defiant, and the ordeal was difficult, but that didn’t stop 
John from returning yet again to Kenya last January. One 
reason was to use much of the donations they’d received 
to buy land for a church, orphanage, school and farm that 
will be operated by a group of Kenyan churches. The other 
reason was to meet their attackers. 

“I didn’t expect anything encouraging to come out of 
their mouths,” John recalled about his 20 minutes with five 
of the nine gang members. “As they walked into the room, 
the hair on my neck stood up because of the evil presence 
I sensed. I prayed against it and the feeling disappeared.” 

Through a pastor friend, who translated John’s English 
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Do You Have 



Holy Spirit? 


by D.L. Moody 


every believer has the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
him. But in the case of many, He is not dwelling 
within them in power. At least nine-tenths of 
church members never think of speaking for 
Christ. There must be something wrong. They 
do not have the power, the liberty, the love that 
real disciples of Christ should have. 

What we need today is people who are quick¬ 
ened by the Spirit of God, and we need the 
Spirit to come down and take possession of the 
children of God and give them power. 

We read in John 20:22, “And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” Then we see 
in Luke 24:49: “And, behold, I send the promise 
of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power 


“When the heart is turned upside down, and everything contrary to God is 
turned out, then the Spirit will come—just as He did in the tabernacle — 

and fill us with His glory.” 



he Holy Spirit dwelling in us is one 
thing, and the Holy Spirit upon us for 
service is another thing. 

I firmly believe that the moment our hearts are 
emptied of selfishness and ambition and self-seeking 
and everything that is contrary to God’s law, the 
Holy Spirit will come and fill every corner of our 
hearts. But if we are full of pride and conceit, ambi¬ 
tion and self-seeking, pleasure and the world, there 
is no room for the Spirit of God. 

Many a man is praying to God to fill him, when 
he is full already with something else. Before we 
pray that God would fill us, I believe we ought to 
pray that He would empty us. When the heart is 
turned upside down, and everything contrary to God 
is turned out, then the Spirit will come—just as He 
did in the tabernacle—and fill us with His glory. 

I think it is clearly taught in the Scriptures that 


from on high.” They tarried in Jerusalem; they 
waited 10 days. 

“What!” you say. “What, the world perishing 
and men dying! How can I wait?” But you must 
do what God tells you. There is no use in going 
before you are sent; there is no use in attempting 
to do God’s work without God’s power. A man 
working without this anointing, a man working 
without the Holy Spirit upon him, is losing his 
time, after all. On the other hand, he will not 
lose anything if he will tarry until he gets this 
power. That is the mark of true service: to wait 
on God, to tarry until we receive this power for 
witness-bearing. SH 

ADAPTED FROM "SECRET POWER," BY D.L. MOODY, ©1997 WHITAKER 
HOUSE, NEW KENSINGTON, PENN. USED BY PERMISSION. 

SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN FROM THE HOLY BIBLE, KING 
JAMES VERSION. 
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With Praise and Thankful Voice 


Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 
—1 Chronicles 29:13, NIV 



0 come and sing to the God, the Lord, 
To Him our voices raise; 

Let us in our most joyful songs 
The Lord, our Savior, praise. 


If you wish to establish the habit of doing a certain thing, you take pains to 
do that thing, upon every possible occasion, and to avoid everything incon¬ 
sistent therewith. Now, then, if you wish to form the habit of thankfulness, 
just begin by being thankful—not next year, but tonight; not for some great 
event or experience, but for whatever has just occurred, whatever has been 
pleasant, yes, and [also] for whatever has been painful. 2 

—JOHN BROADUS 


Before His presence let us come 

With praise and thankful voice; 

Let us sing joyful psalms to Him, 

With grateful hearts rejoice. 1 

—THE PSALTER 


I thank thee for the temporal blessings of this world—the refreshing air, the 
light of the sun, the food that renews strength, the raiment that clothes, the 
dwelling that shelters, the sleep that gives rest, the starry canopy of night, 
the summer breeze, the flowers’ sweetness, the music of flowing streams, 
the happy endearments of family, kindred, friends. ... My cup runs over. 
... I bring my tribute of thanks for spiritual graces, the full warmth of 
faith, the cheering presence of thy Spirit, the strength of thy restraining 
will, thy spiking of hell’s artillery. Blessed be my sovereign Lord! Amen. 3 


—A PURITAN PRAYER 


(1) TAKEN FROM “0 COME AND SING TO GOD, THE LORD,” IN "THE PSALTER, 1912.” HYMN IS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. (2) TAKEN FROM "THE HABIT OF THANKFULNESS,” IN "SERMONS 
AND ADDRESSES," BY JOHN A. BROADUS, 1891. WORK IS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. (3) TAKEN FROM "THE VALLEY OF VISION: A COLLECTION OF PURITAN PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS," 
EDITED BY ARTHUR BENNETT, ©1975 THE BANNER OF TRUTH TRUST. USED BY PERMISSION. 
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BIBLE STUDY 



Lenya Heitzig, left, 
is a Bible teacher 
and author. She and 
her husband, Skip, 
started Calvary of 
Albuquerque, N.M., 
one of the fastest 
growing churches 
in the country. 
Penny Rose, right, 
is also a Bible teacher 
and is a co-author 
of several Bible stud¬ 
ies, including 
the “Fresh Life 
Bible Study Series,” 
which she wrote 
with Lenya. 


Live Thankfully 

BY LENYA HEITZIG AND PENNY ROSE 


H oliday literally means “holy 
day.” Some holidays in biblical 
times were occasions to thank 
God for the harvest, while oth¬ 
ers praised God for His hand in historic 
events. These holidays included Passover, 
Pentecost and Purim. 

Today, we embrace many holidays, 
from Christmas to Easter. Even national 
holidays like Thanksgiving can be holy 
days dedicated to the Holy One. Gerhard 
E. Frost said, “Let us give thanks for Some¬ 
one to thank.” What does Thanksgiving 
mean to you? 

Our friend Christy said, “Up. Happy. 
Can’t wait.” 

Barb, the Martha Stewart type, said, 
“Stressed.” 

Barb’s husband said, “Memories.” Ap¬ 
parently Barb’s stress makes the holidays 
memorable. 

One friend said, “Sad,” because a loved 
one will be missed. 

Surprisingly, no one said “thankful.” 
Thanksgiving doesn’t come naturally. 
Therefore, America’s leaders ordered 
Thanksgiving by proclamation. In 1621, 
Gov. William Bradford wrote the first 
Thanksgiving proclamation to give thanks 
to God for bringing them to the new land. 
In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln insti¬ 
tuted the last Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Thanksgiving didn’t come naturally for 
the Israelites, either. God instilled it super- 
naturally. Biblically, thanksgiving glorifies 
God for His mighty works and overflows 
from a grateful heart. “It is good to give 
thanks to the Lord. ... For You, Lord, have 
made me glad through Your work” (Psalm 



92:1,4). Only with lesus’ help can we “con¬ 
tinually offer the sacrifice of praise to God” 
(Hebrews 13:15). If your thanksgiving has 
felt contrived, it can be revived by God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

LIFT UP ... 

Lord, I dedicate my life to You. Please 
help me to be thankful so I may proclaim 
Your praises to the whole world. In Jesus’ 
name, amen. 

LOOK AT ... 

Read Nehemiah 12:27, 30-31, 38,40,42-43. 

Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem 
they sought out the Levites in all their places, 
to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
dedication with gladness, both with thanks¬ 
givings and singing, with cymbals and 
stringed instruments and harps. ... Then 
the priests and Levites purified themselves, 
and purified the people, the gates, and the 
wall. So I [Nehemiah] brought the leaders 
of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two 
large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the 
right hand on the wall toward the Refuse 
Gate. ... The other thanksgiving choir went 
the opposite way, and I was behind them 
with half of the people on the wall. ...So the 
two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of 
God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with 
me.... The singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah 
the director. Also that day they offered great 
sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made 
them rejoice with great joy; the women and 
the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard afar off. 
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LEARN 

- MORE - 


Click here to listen to Billy Graham talk 
about humility 



FOOTNOTES 

Notes below may give you 
insights into guestions in 
the "Look At" and "Live 
Out" sections. 


Our text shows that once the walls were 
rebuilt, the work ceased and the worship¬ 
ers gathered. Before the Israelites glorified 
God they purified themselves. Jerusalem 
gathered for three reasons: to step out in 
faith upon the rebuilt walls; to sing out 
praises to God for His finished work; and 
to shout out a witness that the watching 
world could know their God was the one, 
true God. 

To discover the recurring themes in 
Nehemiah 12, note the repetitive words. 
First, circle the words joy and rejoicing. 
Second, underline the word thanksgiving. 
Finally, highlight the words that have to 
do with singing or music. 

1. Describe the ways the Levites celebrated 
the dedication of Jerusalem’s wall. 

2. Explain how they prepared for the cel¬ 
ebrations and why. 

3. Recount how the thanksgiving choirs 
made their way around Jerusalem. 

4. What is the key topic in the last sentence, 
and who caused this expression? 

5. List those who rejoiced. Who else heard 
the celebration? 

LIVE OUT ... 

6. The Israelites dedicated their city, 
homes and families to God. So can you. 
Before celebration came purification. Per¬ 
sonalize this purification prayer for your 
city, home and family: “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh¬ 
teousness” (1 John 1:9). 

7. Next, the people praised God together. 
Gather your family for a drive around the 
city or a walk around your home to sing 


praises to God. Who will overhear you, and 
what impact could it have? 

8. True celebration comes from the heart of 
God. List the things that you are thankful 
for this season. No matter the circumstance, 
how has God made you joyful? 

All the world loves a parade, and so does 
God. Noah watched the animals parade 
onto the ark two-by-two. While escaping 
Egyptian bondage, the Hebrews marched 
toward the Promised Land. In Canaan, 
Joshua and the people formed a procession 
with trumpets blaring, and the walls came 
tumbling down. And those who returned 
from captivity with Ezra and Nehemiah 
paraded atop the city walls with songs and 
musical instruments. 

Contemporary parades look quite dif¬ 
ferent from their biblical predecessors. 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade is one of 
the largest, with giant cartoon-character 
balloons, elaborate floats and joyful march¬ 
ing bands. Originally, Macy’s Department 
Store employees were first-generation 
immigrants proud of their new Ameri¬ 
can citizenship. They longed to celebrate 
Thanksgiving with a festival similar to their 
parents from Europe. 

Believers possess dual citizenship. 
On Earth, we may enjoy the spectacle 
of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
but we long for the Savior’s ultimate 
procession. Like Nehemiah, before joining 
this heavenly celebration we must be 
“purified with blood” (Hebrews 9:22) for 
the remission of sins. On that joyful day, 
“with the trumpet of God,” the saints will 
come marching in (Cf. 1 Thessalonians 

4:16). SB ©2010 LENYA HEITZIG AND PENNY ROSE 

SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN FROM THE HOLY BIBLE, 
NEW KING JAMES VERSION. 


1. DEDICATE 

A dedication is a religious 
ceremony in which a 
person, place or thing 
is sanctified for God’s 
service. These observances 
in Scripture included 
cities, walls and homes. 
Hannah dedicated her child 
Samuel to God’s service 
(1 Samuel 1:19-28). The 
custom continues today 
in dedicating churches, 
bridges and ships. 

2. CELEBRATE 

The words celebrate 
and thanksgiving are 
synonymous in Scripture. 
Celebrate is translated 
todah, the modern Hebrew 
word for thanks. The 
word often refers to a 
thanksgiving choir or 
procession. When you 
celebrate, you’re really 
thanking God. 

3. COOPERATE 

Jerusalem acted in 
harmony. Although they 
walked in from two 
directions, they met in the 
middle to sing together. 
Marching along the walls, 
God’s people probably 
realized that each man’s 
labor contributed to a 
project greater than 
themselves. 

4. RESONATE 

Resonate means “to 
resound or reverberate 
a sound.’’ It also means 
“to stir a shared emotion 
or belief.” It’s as though 
each added voice and 
instrument amplified the 
celebration and joy. People 
far away from Jerusalem 
heard the festivity. Your 
praises are contagious. 
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Thanks Be to God 

BY FRANKLIN GRAHAM 


I have much to be thankful for. I am grateful for the 
many opportunities I have to take the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ around the world through the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association and Samaritan’s Purse. 

I am thankful for my family and their personal com¬ 
mitment to follow Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

Although I still miss my mother, I am thankful that 
she is in the loving arms of the Lord. I’m so blessed that 
we still have our father with us and in good health as he 
approaches his 92nd birthday this month. He still wants 
to preach another sermon, and he loves to spend his time 
in God’s Word. 

I’m also thankful for the prayers of so many of our sup¬ 
porters for our work of evangelism. We could not carry 
on this ministry apart from the faithful intercession of 
the saints. 

But most of all, I am grateful that I have such a glori¬ 
ous and wonderful Savior to Whom I can constantly and 
joyfully give thanks. 

James—Jesus’ half-brother and the leader of the church 
in Jerusalem—wrote: “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Lather of lights 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” 
(James 1:17). 

When the Apostle John received the “revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:1) on the isle of Patmos, he 
described the scene before God’s throne in a worshipful 
light: “The twenty-four elders fall down before him who 
is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever 
and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
‘Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your 
will they existed and were created’” (Revelation 4:10-11). 

As David neared the end of life and contemplated the 
blessings of God on his life, he uttered these grateful words: 
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and power and the glory 
and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens 
and the earth is yours. ... and now we thank you, our God, 
and praise your glorious name” (1 Chronicles 29:11,13). 

It is always distressing to me during the holiday season 
to see people giving thanks for their blessings, all the while 
unwilling to give thanks to the loving and gracious God 
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who is the source of all good things. 

When we give thanks to God, we acknowledge Him as 
the provider of all that we enjoy on this Earth. We celebrate 
His goodness and tender care for us, and we exalt His sov¬ 
ereign power that rules over the heavens and the Earth. 
Thanking God humbles our hearts before Him, and it is to 
the humble that He gives ever-increasing grace (James 4:6). 

Above all, I am thankful to God the Lather that He “so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” 
(John 3:16). I received Christ as my Savior at age 22, in 
a hotel in Jerusalem, when I turned from my sin to the 
Savior and was born again by the Holy Spirit. My life has 
never been the same, and I am eternally grateful. 

“Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 
the Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57). SB ©2010 bgea 

SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN FROM THE HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VER¬ 
SION, ©2001 BY CROSSWAY BIBLES, A DIVISION OF GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS. 
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